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gloriously held.* Lestocq, with his corps, took the road
towards Domnau and Friedland. The rest of the army moved
towards Muhlhausen, on that to Koenigsberg. Schloditten,
evacuated by Ney, was held as a protection to the right
flank.

As day broke on the 9th, Napoleon, from his bivouac on
the scene of the first encounter of the 7th, scanning with
anxious eyes the field of the battle, to renew which his army
was so little prepared, saw that, this time, the reported retreat
of Bennigsen was indeed true. On the northern horizon
were to be seen groups of cossacks covering the retreat of
the army, which had already disappeared in the forest
beyond.!

Murat was at once launched after the enemy, but his
cavalry, broken and exhausted by their exertions of the pre-
vious day, were in no condition to carry on a pursuit after the
heart of their leader.J It may be said that they followed,
rather than pursued. On the night of the 9th, Bennigsen
halted at Wittenburg, beyond the Frisching; on the 10th, he
continued his march to Koenigsberg, there taking post in
front of the Friedland gate, his left resting on the Pregel,
his right covered by the detachments made from the
Prussian corps at Hussehnen, and driven from it at
Pompicken. Lestocq's corps, marching off in far better

* It was about 3 a.m. when Soult first noticed the diminution of the enemy
in his front. See his hurried despatch forwarding that of Dutaillis, quoted
above, p. 196, note.

t Wilson (p. 109) says that Osterman, owing to some mistake in his order to
retreat, did not move from his ground till 9 a.m. on the 9th, and then passed
unmolested across the French front. This story is incompatible with the
French account, and is not mentioned by Hcepfner. On the whole it seems
improbable.

% The " t&noin oculaire " (p. 21) says the French would have marched on
Koenigsberg on the 9th, but for a change of weather, which rendered the roads
impracticable once more.

There was a thaw after the battle, but it did not commence till the middle
of the day on the 10th. Larrey, who appears to have kept a regular diary, says
(iii 61) that a fall of icy rain on the morning of the 10th was the prelude to the
thaw which set in during the day.